88         ORIGIN OF ASTROLOGY AND ASTRONOMY

that he reaches the state of the Lord of the Universe
and attains liberation. Such a person at the time of
his death will surely arrive at the state of the Supreme
(Prabrahman). But to attain this state when alive is
even better, and that possibility has been amply clarified.

Now, which is it that obtains the highest state? It
is the pure 'I', serene, and unconnected with the body.
After the influence by Rajo and Thamo gunas has
been conquered, this pure 'I' Knowledge has been reached
in the significance of the star Shathabahisha. If this
'I' Knowledge is merged with the Supreme Being,-even
when the man is alive-so as to make him indistinguishable
from the Supreme Being, then that state is the Supreme
state. When the pure T merges in the Supreme state,
then it stands by itself without other knowledge like
T or 'You'. This has been explained in the Yogatharavali
of Sri Shankaracharya in the words.

q" wnrr ^Trft" ^T^i^l ^Riri ^\uw f^N^n

Meaning:-"One who has attained the supreme state
is in neither awake nor asleep, neither living nor dead.
This is wonderful".

The Dhyana bindoopanishath says:

^hp^ ^rw wt ^ ^r wit ^ f^rw i

^TWT ^ ^ ^"RT Wft ^Th^lfWil

Meaning:- The great man who has attained the state
of the Supreme Being is unaware of sound, touch.
shape, taste and smell, knows neither of himself nor
of other. He is identical with the Supreme Being